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Delegation of the Bishops of Germany
Baltimore, Md,
Baltimore, Jan. 31,

Most Reverend George

L.

1921.

Mund eleiri, D.D.

Mort Revar end a nd dear Ar chbi sh op :

I have'the pleasure to transmit to Your

the

Grace

enclosed letter of the Bishops of Germany, according to

instructions

I

have received from His Eminence Cardinal Ber-

tram of Breslau and His Grace the Archbishop of Cologne, the

Most Reverend Karl Joseph Schulte.

It

is their express

wish

that I add to this letter their personal and most sincere

thanks

as well as an expr8ssion of the gratitude of the other members
of the German

cause for

Hierarchy for the valuable aid already given the

which they plead.
In the name of the German and Austrian Delegations

I

besreak a sympathetic reception

for the appeal.

Most respectfully yours,

ARCNN MESAN
A RC11Y E s
CRICAM
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Breslau and Cologne, January,1921.

To Our Beloved Brethren in the Vineyard of the Lord, His Eminence Cardinal
Gibbons, His Eminence Cardinal O'Connell, the Most Rev. Archbishops and Rt.
Rev. Bishops of the Catholic Church of Arnerica,
Venerable and Beloved Brethren:Seldom in the history of the world has there been a greater manifestation of
the power of the Faith of Jesus Christ than in the great charity and kindness of the
Catholic Bishops, priests and people of the United States of America toward their
brethren of Germany, since the close of the unhappy period of strife. That charity
has saved tens of thousands of unfortunate men, women and children of our unhappy country from diseases and death. It has done more: it has put heart into the
dejected pastors of a sorely tried flock. None but those in our positions can testify
so strongly to the effects that follow such an open-hearted display of sympathy in
the face of famine, discouragement and alntost despair. When we ventured to send
our delegates to you, in the excellent priests representing the St. Boniface Society,
which had long sustained such friendly relations to your own Church Extension Society, we did it timidly. Yet, all the while, we felt we could rely on your charity
and brotherly feeling. Now we know that our confidence was not in vain, since our
delegates gave us the most welcome information that through the exceedingly kind
efforts of His Eminence Cardinal Gibbons, the wise leader and Prince of the Church
of America for so many long years of rrrowth and prosperity, a Committee of Bishops has been nominated, whose noble aim it is to further a nation-wide work of
Catholic relief by means of Diocesan collections wherever possible. We thank you,
V,enerable Brethren, from the bottom of our hearts; and, because the confidence we
once had is now increased a thousandfold, we beg to lay before you the true story
of the awful condition that hampers the work of the Catholic Church in our unhappy
country.

Where shall we begin ? It is easy to answer that question. Duty compels us
mention first those who, under ordinary circumstances, are the hope for the
future of the Church in Germany and Austria-the Catholic children. And you,
Venerable Brethren, would have us begin there. for we well know that your first
and greatest care is for the children confided to you. The marvelous growth and
efficiency of your Catholic school system, the sacrifices you have made for it, have all
testified to the world, through your success, that your first thought is to preserve the
Faith of your children. P>ut in Germany and Austria it is not only a question
of preserving the Faith; it is also a question and a problem of preserving health
and life. The hollow faces and shrunken bodies of numerous little German chilto

dren tell only too eloquently how they
are suffering. "Little ones of six and seven
"years are often found to have reached a
normal size of two and a half years, and
"are just learning to stand alone. Others
cannot yet stand on their feet. Their
"arms, legs, spines and chests are twisted
and warped. There are many children
"whose flesh and skin are shriveled on
their bones. The tragic appeal in their
"voices, their tiny arms stretched out to us
and their searching eyes looking into
"our hearts, they say 'Help us or we perish ' "
Food, and plenty of food, will alone
help the children regain health, though
the processs will be slow. It is now or
never. It is starvation or
tuberculosis. Every kind word that you say in aid of
your splendid societies which are
making a special effort to feed the children, is a
word that may mean life and strength
to many of them. Your people listen to
you,
and they have good reason. We beg
of you to speak the word that will save our
children from perishing.
But what shall we say of some eight
hundred thousand German mothers who,
since the arntistice, have already died
of slow starvation-more than one half of the
number of soldiers who fell in battle?
Many of them died in an effort to save
their children and many of them died
to save only crippled and debilitated
wrecks
of childhood. They made their
sacrifice cheerfully; and the mothers who are left
are trying hard to give strength to
the wrecks that the dead mothers left with them
But those upon whom all depends
are still the clergy and nuns.
The scant
salary of many priests is insufficient to purchase
c :cn the most necessary
food
and clothing for then
The nuns are on the verge of exhaustion.
They remained at their work until
they dropped. Many are still doing for
the sick and the poor what is beyond all
praise because it is almost impossible.
Needy themselves, they have been at the
call of need. They have nobly maintained the
traditions of the Catholic sisterhood.
What you heard about Austria, where nuns have to
walk with the help of sticks,
on account' of softened bones and
weakness from hunger, is also found here and
there in Germany. The nuns also must keep
up or nnore children will be sacrificed
You, Venerable and Beloved Brethren, have
known something-many of you
a great deal-about our once
flourishing Catholic institutions, orphan asylums, infant homes, hospitals, educational establishments,
etc. These are now all threatened with destruction; both from their
inability to get what they need to sustain
them, and from the fact that
those who used to give are unable to give
any longer
In many dioceses the Seminaries for the
education of our priests are in very
great danger and it seems to us ahnost hopeless
to think that-without
substantial
help-we can keep these seminaries as well as
numerous other charitable institutions open very much longer.
As,if want and hunger were not enough, there are
coming today the strong
and terrible inBuences from abroad that are
hent on disrupting Catholic life and
subverting the foundations of Christian civilization. They
come to us when thous
ands are in despair and ready to listen to
new and untried doctrines and abandon
the old firm principles of Christianity Need
we point out to you, Venerable !!rethren, that the Catholic Church is needed in
Germany more than ever. not only f >r
.
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the sake of the Fatherland, but for the sake of the workl, to
stand against the
forces of destruction and disorder ? Our peoples, unhappily, have
fought against
one another, but the Church in Germany today must
fight for all, for the battic-ground of the forces of disorder is chiefly Central Europe. Our
success in this fight
will do much to bring many who are outside of the fold into the
Elial bond of love
that Christ wove for us in the Catholic' Church, the common
Mother of us all. We
are trying to save our nation; not only because of the nation,
but because of a really
worthy and good Catholic people, and also because our salvation is the salvation
of many others. Though vast misunderstandings
were engendered by the war,
our brethren in America have still given us affection
and confidence. We hope
that it will be continued, and that you will now help us with
every force at your
command.
Venerable brethren, will you not again listen to the cry that
comes from Ger-many and Austria, and again lift your voices that your
people and all America wiH
heed our appeal and come to our rescue?
This appeal for generosity conies at a
time when generosity means more to us than it has
ever meant in all the ages
past.
Your charity has already made you beloved; a
continuation of it, until we
are once more able to be generous ourselves
will keep you forever enshrined in
the hearts of all our people.
And need we say to you, Venerable Brethren, that God will
bless you and
bless your country and bless the Church in your
country abundantly for what you
do to us, and particularly to the little children
confided to our care?
We promise
you that the gates of Heaven will be stormed with
the prayers of the grateful Cathofic people of Germany and Austria, and that the children
shall never cease to make
orisons for their generous benefactors.
Assuring you, Venerable and Beloved Brethren, of our high esteem and affection, and again thanking you most cordially for what you
have already done in
the kindness that was shown in your reception to our delegates, and, in advance,
for what we are sure you are going to do, we are,
For the Fulda

Your brethren in Jesus Christ,
Conference of the German Bishops.
AnoLe CARD. B ERTRMI,
PRINcE BISHoP oF BRESLA U.
KARL oSEPH' SCHULTE,
AReunisnoP ott CoLooNE.

REV J. H. BRUNING,
Delegate of the Bishops of Germany.

